Bellringer News Flash
Moultonboro is having a
Big Party!
Come Celebrate with good. Old fash-
ioned fun on September 12, 2009,
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to caring for the needs
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noon to 6PM.

MUMC will be hosting a musical event
coordinated by the Welcoming Com-
mittee.

Parking at the church will be on a first
come, first served, basis.

Watch for flyers, postings and news-
paper advertisements. This is sure to
be fun for all ages , so save the date!!
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UMW Rummage and Boutique Sale

The United Methodist Women Rummage and Boutique Sale will be held in the air conditioned Fellow-
ship Hall on Friday August 14" and Saturday August 15" from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM.

Set up will be Wednesday August 12" and Thursday August 13" beginning at 9:00 AM. The UMW is
seeking help from the church family to join us for sorting, organizing and sizing the mountains of cloth-
ing that arrive for this event. Or if you prefer Antique shopping 7 join the White Elephant crew sorting
and pricing all those attic treasures.

Donations of good, CLEAN, linens, curtains, jewelry, and clothing for men, women, and children will be
accepted Monday August 10™ through Wednesday August 12™ in the Fellowship Hall. Please do not
bring anything to the church on Sunday August 9 B

Donations of small, working, clean White Elephant items can be placed in the Sunday School room
from, Monday August 10" through Wednesday August 12",
Sorry we cannot accept:
Large or broken appliances, Computers, TVOs
Broken or incomplete toys and games, Cracked, chipped or broken glassware and dishes.
The above items, if left at the church, will cost us a deposal fee at the transfer station.

Sorry we CANNOT accept: SHOES and HANDBAGS, Clothing with stains, spots, tears, or holes.
Items with missing buttons, Items with worn out elastic waistbands.

Proceeds from this event support our UMW missions work
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Vacation Bible School
Aug 2-671 You are needed!

Vacation Bible
School T
Crocodile Dock
When: Aug 2nd
-6th Time:
5:45pm to 8:15-
8:30 pm. Call-
ing all
Children, there
is some way for
all to help .

As you all know many volunteers are needed

to make this amazing event to happen in our
church every summer and the kids will remem-
ber it for a lifetime! Lear ni ng of G
through VBS is sometimes the only place that

a child learns of his love.

Can you share your gifts to help a child
(hopefully 80 children) by being a station
leader, crew leader, bringing in supplies that
will be needed, working on the set, cooking
meals or desserts for staff during the week of
VBS, praying for us, or sponsoring a child.

Oh there is so much to:do|but Bean Suppérsbe a

Not 0 moment causeé AGod i qd withg, Wod i s
powerful, God does whait hag says5-3@g) - do, |Goid
gives us |ife, armBARGod: carle inherris $800adults,

NOT we will say!!!

Thanks for any and all the help you can give
us. God loves you! Justine Cantone 253-4311

VBS costs about $40.00 or so per child where

they get a t-shirt, CD/family, crafts, snacks and

so much more! Look for sign ups downstairs

and 0 dta-Bcokayr do wi th supp

P.S. Need lots and lots of help on Aug 9" VBS
Sunday. We have one hour after church to de-

oSet ang glepp wp the Sanctuary in time to cele-
brate the life of Art Schimpf.

...................................................................................................................

TWO MORE BEAN

SUPPERS'!
We still have two
bean suppers to
be held this sum-
mer so come and
let us cook for you!

gGood food + Good company = Good time
Dates are: Aug. 8 '
Aug. 22

L d

$5.00 children under 10

...................................................................................................................



MUMC is committed to helping people GROW TO FAITH in Christ,
to CARING FOR THE NEEDS of the local and global community,
to BEING DISCIPLES, living and teaching the Word of God.

Pastor 6s—-Not es

A f
|l tos Not Too Late
With summer half over
late to benefit from these last lazy hazy days. But
itdés not too | ate to

offered by the beautiful Lakes Region. And while
many of the faithful folks of our church community
may be off on vacation...the real truth of who we
are as followers of Jesus Christ never stops or
goes on vacation. We are the people of God with a
special identity to live fully, a special example to
show the world, and a special gift to claim: God in
Jesus Christ...saved us and the world...gathered us
together and changed us into something new and
better than we were before... and continues to
transform us and the world into the eternal and per-
fect, that God had planned from the beginning.

With this in mind, and knowing how folks really ap-
preciate summer lists like: the top ten best vacation
spots or the top ten day trips of the summer or the
top ten summer restaurant picks... | offer to the
community of faith a list of ten 'out of the church’
things you can do to stay connected with your faith
during the rest of the summer:

1. Summer is the time to be outside. Take a mo-
ment to look, taste, touch, hear, and smell nature
around you...and pray a little prayer of thanks to

God. For added enjoyment, do it as a family.

2. Summer is the time for blockbuster movies. Take
a few minutes to have a family discussion about
the movie you have seen and how the story might
relate to the Christian faith.

3. Do a day trip service project or volunteer oppor-
tunity.

b e n eybut dther rebdhfimdteha®

4. When out of town, visit a church completely dif-

rsﬂp God.

Y 0 U5 1fPduYo td tRel bBakh of thedake of chrfpfg ih © ©

the woods...bring a little pocket Bible along with

6. Get a few friends together and have a book dis-
cussion. Pick an easy to read book of any genre...
but have your discussion focus on drawing connec-
tions to your life of faith.

7. Make a 'program year' resolution. We make new
year resolutions... make one change or improve-
ment to your faith life over the summer to carry
over into the new program year come September.

8. 'Work' for God. While doing those long neglected
summer work projects, like cleaning out the garage
or painting the house, focus your thoughts and at-
tention on 'doing it all for the love of God'. Faithful
Chrisitians for thousands of years have used 'work’
as a way to pray and mediate on God.

9. Go to a Christian concert, festival, or event.
There are many of these happening all over New
England and the wider region. Nothing encourages
faith like hanging out with thousands of other faith-
ful folks.

10. Rest. We are all always way too busy. When
we don't slow down we miss hearing God's voice,
we miss seeing God's face, and we miss being a
full part of God's love and plan. Schedule some
down time with no other expectations than to look
and listen for God. God WILL speak. God WILL
reveal.

Happy summer everyone!
Pastor Barbara

eient from Mopltonboro... sgerhow other Christians

opportuniti

BEING DISCIPLES

Being disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

Financial News

YTD 7/27 YTD 7/27

Budget Actual
Pastoral Leadership 16,420 15,624
Programs 6,364 4,516
All Payroll 75,484 70,911
Other Employee Exp. 3,702 3,185
Operating Expenses 25,480 29,155

Reserve Funds 845 0

Mission Shares 27,140 6,662
Benevolences 1,718 200
TOTAL EXPENSES 157,154 130,254
Pledge, Plate & No#ledge Income

126,935 116,698
All other Income 21,579 18,258
TOTAL INCOME 148,514 134,956

BUDGET DEFICIT
Mission Share & Benev. in Arrears-21,996
Adjusted Deficit -17,293

Outreach Update

Our ministry to those in need in our community
and around the world continues daily. The
Food Pantry is not seeing as much use as in
previous months but it is still very busy. Many
people have found summer jobs and some ex-
penses are down due to warmer weather and
so are more able to handle things on their own.
On the other hand, more and more people are
being laid off and are finding keeping up with
the basics in life very challenging.

The Outreach Committee decided to close the
Food Pantry on Thursday evenings during Au-
gust since the response has been so low dur-
ing July.

Thank you for your continued support of the
Food Pantry. We always need food items as
well as money to buy food and to help people
pay for other emergency items that come up.
Please continue your generous support.
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Visitation Update
The clergy, staff and laity are regularly making
visits to those who are homebound, in nursing
homes, hospitals and others as are possible.
Bobby Locke heads up a lay visitation team who
visit over 20 people on a regular basis. If you
would like to become part of this team please let
Bobby know or come to the next meeting of this
team on Monday, Aug 3 at 11 am.
Rae Marie Davis has been hospitalized for about
3 weeks and will be for several weeks to come to
get rid of an infection in one of her artificial
knees. As many of you know, she does many
visits. If you would like to help cover some of the
visits she usually makes, please contact Pastor
Barbara. She is still making phone calls from
her hospital room!
Besides visits to people, many visits are made
over the phone or in person at the church before
or after meetings, in the office during the week,
or over a meal at Village
somewhere like that.
Pastor Barbara is always looking for people to
have lunch or dinner
for a meal, call and set up a time.

wi t h

Attendance Update
The average attendance through July 26™ is re-
maining steady at 135. Since Easter our average
attendance has been 139 on an average Sunday.
Last year after Easter through week 30 the aver-
age was 156. It has been great to see many of
our ASnowBirdso back in
the body of Christ, it is the people. We all need
to be gathering together to grow in faith so we
can together do the work of Christ in the world. If
you havendt been coming
come next Sunday. Your regular presence is
needed is worship.



Please Patronize Our Advertisers

Fully Insured

Insured D MC Visa
D l j S Accepted

Home Repair & Remodeling

Cantone Carpentry

— STEPHEN CANTONE — Don Sinclair

603-279-3193 « 603-707-1261 cell !
7 Cataldo Road < Meredith, NH 03253

(603) 253-4311
(603) 986-3091

Moultonborough
New Hampshire

You Can Put An Ad Here!

$6.00 f or 3 £10.60 for

1 1/-25200 for 2 1/ 40
Call the Church office: 476 -5152

"And if vou don’t have an attorney, we've got millions of them."” "Peect!  Two passes...Best prices. "
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GROWING TO FAITH

Helping People Grow To Faith In Christ

Adult Choir
The Adult Choir will

(7] o & meet promptly at 9am
on Sunday mornings
before the service to
rehearse the anthem
for that particular day.
All are welcome to
join in with us on Sun-
day mornings. For
guestions, contact
Ashley at 455-6768.

Wed. Morning Bible Study

In August the Wednesday
Morning Bible Study will con-
tinue looking at the little book
called Three Simple Rules by
Reuben Job. Come and join us
as we study together and learn
from each other. Pastor Bar-
bara leads this group.

Music &Worship
Committee News

Fresh flowers for the altar have been sorely lack-
ing this year. As gardeng naame diumtl a hlhegm wea red tm
you share some of their beauty with us?

First Friday
Book Club (FFBC)

. ~ Since some participants
@ #1 INTEANATIBNAL BLSTIELLER had not finished our se-

lection for July 3", Harlen
% LAN Co b e THEAWOODS,
we will review and dis-
meeting of August 7™
The Moultonboro Library
still has available copies.
Reviewed here previ-
ously, read how a twenty-
year past incident
changed the lives of four
families, then, and how
present day circum-
stances will once again
change their lives.

For our FFBC
meeting of September 4™, we are reading An-

e

QC cuss this book
""" Lk i

nie Freemandés Fabul bws

Kris Radish. Highly recommended by Carol,
her cousin, and one of the librarians, the story
relates how fiKatherin
women about to become her best friends start
on an adventure that begins with a UPS pack-
age.

Inside is a pair of red sneakers filled with
ashes and a note that will forever change their
l i ves. Kat herineds o
the irrepressible Annie Freemen, left one final
request ---- a traveling funeral ---- and she
wants the most important women in her life as
fipal |l bearers. o Be pr
tear s, and A. . . an
helping women to become the empowered

Available at the Library early August.
Pat Crowley and Carol Robbins

e t

| d

ep
enit



GROWING TO FAITH

Helping People Grow To Faith In Christ

This is an absolutely incredible short interview
with Rick Warren,
and pastor of Saddleback Church in California.

In the interview by Paul Bradshaw with Rick War-
ren, Rick said:

People ask me, What is the purpose of life?

And | respond: In a nutshell, life is preparation for
eternity.. We were not made to last forever, and
God wants us to be with Him in heaven. One
day my heart is going to stop, and that will be the
end of my body-- but not the end of me.

I may live 60 to 100 years on earth, but | am go-
ing to spend trillions of years in eternity. This is
the warm-up act - the dress rehearsal. God
wants us to practice on earth what we
will do forever in eternity..

We were made by God and for God,
and until you figure that out, life isn't
going to make sense.

Life is a series of problems: Either you
are in one now, you're just coming out of one, or
you're getting ready to go into another one.

The reason for this is that God is more interested
in your character than your comfort; God is more
interested in making your life holy than He is in
making your life happy. We can be reasonably
happy here on earth, but that's not the goal of
life. The goal is to grow in character, in Christ
likeness.

This past year has been the greatest year of my
life but also the toughest, with my wife, Kay, get-
ting cancer.

| used to think that life was hills and valleys - you
go through a dark time, then you go to the moun-
taintop, back and forth. | don't believe that any-
more.

Rather than life being hills and valleys, | believe
that it's kind of like two rails on a railroad track,
and at all times you have something good and
something bad in your life. No matter how good
things are in your life, there is always something
bad that needs to be worked on. And no matter
how bad things are in your life, there is always
something good you can thank God for.

You can focus on your purposes, or you can fo-
Cus on your problems:

If you focus on your problems, you're going into self-

0 P u r p ocenteredhess, whach is iy pfoklem’, myassuesh royr

pain.' But one of the easiest ways to get rid of pain is
to get your focus off yourself and onto God and oth-
ers. We discovered quickly that in spite of the
prayers of hundreds of thousands of people, God
was not going to heal Kay or make it easy for her- It
has been very difficult for her, and yet God has
strengthened her character, given her a ministry of
helping other people, given her a testimony, drawn
her closer to Him and to people.

You have to learn to deal with both the good and the
bad of life. Actually, sometimes learning to deal with
the good is harder. For instance, this past year, all of
a sudden, when the book sold 15 million cop-
ies, it made me instantly very wealthy. It also
brought a lot of notoriety that | had never had
to deal with before. | don't think God gives you
money or notoriety for your own ego or for you
to live a life of ease.

So | began to ask God what He wanted me to do with
this money, notoriety and influence. He gave me two
different passages that helped me decide what to do,
Il Corinthians 9 and Psalm 72.

First, in spite of all the money coming in, we would
not change our lifestyle one bit.. We made no major
purchases. Second, about midway through last
year, | stopped taking a salary from the church.
Third, we set up foundations to fund an initiative we
call The Peace Plan to plant churches, equip leaders,
assist the poor, care for the sick, and educate the
next generation. Fourth, | added up all that the
church had paid me in the 24 years since | started
the church, and | gave it all back. It was liberating to
be able to serve God for free.

We need to ask ourselves: Am | going to live for pos-
sessions? Popularity? Am | going to be driven by
pressures? Guilt? Bitterness? Materialism? Or am |
going to be driven by God's purposes (for my

life)? When | get up in the morning, | sit on the side
of my bed and say, God, if | don't get anything else
done today, | want to know You more and love You
better. God didn't put me on earth just to fulfill a to-do
list. He's more interested in what | am than what |

do. That's why we're called human beings, not hu-

man doings.
4

BEING DISCIPLES

Being disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

Welcoming Ministry
A welcoming tea was held on June 28th for the six
new members. Thank you to all who reached out to
them with expressions of love and acceptance.
The W.M. committee sold books, DVDs, CDs, and
tapes at the All Church Fair. The intake was ap-
proximately $350 for our church. We met many
nice people as they browsed or made a purchase.
We continue in our efforts to beautify the church
and to make the entrance welcoming. This requires
cleaning, organizing and decorating. We will be
making every effort to consult with those that we
know will be affected by the changes we are mak-
ing. However, | am sure some changes may be
unsettling to others, if so, please contact me or
Connie Coates, co-chairs, so that we can collabo-
rate on enhancing our church.
We ask everyone's support in keeping the en-
trances free of Astuff o
storage shed for items
have noticed the parking lot entrance is now
cleaner and more attractive. (do you miss the
Christmas Fair sign and shovels?) We deserve a
beautiful place to worship and our effort is to make
it appealing for everyone. All three entrances will
be improved over the summer and fall months.
Ideas? Let us know.
The committee is also planning activities in support
of the Moultonboro Community Celebration in Sep-
tember. This event has been initiated by the Rec.
Dept. and some local businesses. We have ac-

cepted their invitation to participate. Justhow? Stay The bi bl e

tuned.

Members include; Stu Pearson, Carol Pearson,
Diane Johnson, Dee Hamke, Kay Muise, Gerry
Caldwell, Pete Pratt, Andrea Bonner and Terry
Mastro.

New England Conference
At the N.E. Annual Conference in June, Bishop
Weaver announced that the largest percentage of
Auvanhurchedo in the USA wae
England. Our key-note speaker, Adam Hamilton,
told us that at the present rate of decline in atten-
dance, the Methodist church will cease to exist in
just 44 more years. What can we do to prevent this
from happening?
The answer lies in changing the current way of do-
ing the churchoés busines:
members and keep existing ones. Adam suggested
three critical areas that need to change.

1. Church leadership (clergy and lay) need to be
strengthened and he gave a lot of information
on how to accomplish this, which will be pre-
sented to the SPPR committee for review.

. 2. Trheevorghip sesviceammgt beeanore meammgful.n
n o tin factrhe suggested thefpastorsandrstaff takeu
hours per week just to plan the worship experi-
ence. He said Aworship
something new, touch their hearts and call
them to action.

3. We must be aggressive in our outreach to the
world and to the local community. This includes
reaching out to the un-churched. We all have
neighbors and friends that do not attend any
church. Invite them to join you some Sunday
and be sure to introduce them around after the
service.

tells us that
believe in Jesus Christ and pray faithfully to him.

Yours in Christ
Dave Eastwood
Lay Member to Annual Conference

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending and to have the two of them a

together as possibleé.

George

Bur ns
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