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MISSION STATEMENT 
We are committed to 

 helping people grow to faith in Christ,  
to caring for the needs  

of the local and global community,  
to being disciples,  

living and teaching the Word of God. 

Moultonboro UMC     Non Profit Org. 

PO Box 188     U.S. Postage 

Moultonboro, NH  03254    Paid Permit 

   Moultonboro, NH 03254 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

August 2010 Scriptures  
DATE  Day and Event  SCRIPTURES  SERMON TITLE   

August 

1 

10th Sunday after Pentecost  Luke 12: 13 -21  ñEat, Drink and be 

Merryò 

 

August 

8 

11th Sunday after Pentecost  Luke 12: 32 -34  ñTreasure in Heavenò  

August 

15  

12th Sunday after Pentecost  Luke 12: 35 -40  ñDressed for Actionò  

August 

22  

13th Sunday after Pentecost  Luke 13: 10 -17  ñThe Crippled Womanò  

August 

29  

14th Sunday after Pentecost  TBA TBA  

Thank You  
 
Thank you to all who contributed to the 
UMWôs ñGifts from the Heartò for Church 
World Service.  We shipped 40 health kits 
and 12 layettes ï 10 of the layettes were 
assembled by the Outreach Committee. 
 
Thanks Bev, Carol, and Committee.  Our 
little group could never accomplish what we 
do without all your generosity. 
 
God Bless 
C. Wilderman for the U.M.C. 

  

 August 

2010 

Moultonboro United Methodist Church       Church Office: 603 -476 -5152  

The Reverend Paul OõNeil, Pastor      Fax :  866 -388 -5898  

WWW.moultonboroumc.org  

THE  

BELL RINGER  

 
 
 Garrison Keillor on Methodists  
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving of-
fense, their lack of speed and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. 
 
But nobody sings like them.  If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively 
Methodist-less place, to sing along on the chorus of ñMichael Row the Boat Ashore,ò  they will 
look daggers at you as if you had asked them to strip to their underwear.  But if you do this 
among Methodists, theyôd smile and row that boat ashore and up on the beach!  And down the 
road! 
 
Many Methodist are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from 
sitting on the lap of someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals 
by putting your little head against that personôs rib cage. 
 
Itôs natural for the Methodists to sing in harmony.  We are too modest to be soloists, too worldly 
to sing in unison.  When youôre singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th 
chords, all two hundred of you, itôs an emotionally fulfilling moment.  By our joining in harmony, 
we somehow promise that we will not forsake each other. 
 
I do believe this:  People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony, are the sort 
of people you can call up when youôre in deep distress. 
 
     .     If youôre dying, they will comfort you. 
 
     .     If you are lonely, theyôll talk to you. 
 
     .     And if you are hungry, theyôll give you tuna salad. 
 
     .     Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud. 
 
     .     Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more  
 than four stanzas. 
Continued on page 3  
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MUMC is committed to helping people GROW TO FAITH in Christ,   
to CARING FOR THE NEEDS of the local and global community,  

to BEING DISCIPLES , living and teaching the Word of God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Church family, 

 

Selectman Ed Charest said in his Memorial Day message at town hall that Moultonborough is a small 

community where everyone knows one another.  I am finding his statement to be true.  Moultonbor-

ough is a small community and I am happy to inform you that I am getting to know a great deal of 

people as your pastor. 

 

In addition to the friendly church family that I am now part of, I have also discovered some other inter-

esting things.  For example, we have the BEST town landfill and recycling center ever!  This may 

strike you as odd for me to say that, but for one who has made monthly trips to our landfill for yard 

waste (we had weekly trash and bi-weekly recycle pickup) I am very impressed with the self-serve 

recycling center.  What a great way for the community to show good citizenship by helping out and 

recycling in a clean, organized fashion.  I was also impressed that they collect cell phones for soldiers, 

ink cartridges for schools, and a book sharing program for the entire community.  Can you find that 

elsewhere?  Maybe, but I am not aware of anyplace in Massachusetts that has that. 

 

I wish everyone who visited the landfill would also grace us with their presence in our church on Sun-

day where we try to bring the best service.  We, too, reach out to the community with special programs 

such as the food pantry, VBS and other outreach programs.  We try to reach every age group and 

sometimes that can be a challenge. 

 

In this time of new beginnings, I am trying to learn names, and I appreciate the name tags, not only for 

our family, but as a way for everyone to know each other.  In addition, it is welcoming to the new visi-

tors or people who come seasonally. 

 

Thank you for the receptivity to the ministry that I have brought.  Please remember to continue to in-

vite people to church as studies have shown that more new people come to church as a result of per-

sonal invitation than any other means.  Let us remember to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

God bless you, 

Pastor Paul 
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BEING DISCIPLESBEING DISCIPLES   
Being disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

FINANCIAL NEWS & VIEWS  
 

 YTD 7/19            YTD 7/19 

   Budget       Actual  

Pledged Income               93,050      91,125 

Plate & Non-Pledged     24,246         17,988 

All Other Income   21,293         14,617 

TOTAL INCOME        138,589    123,730 
 

Pastoral Leadership    8,743        12,906 

Programs     8,876               5,708 

All Payroll               58,066      59,561 

Other Employee Exp.    3,396        2,775 

Operating Expenses  28,800      16,979 

Reserve Funds     1,105                         0 

Mission Shares   20,932        3,834 

Benevolences     1,653               0 

TOTAL EXPENSES   131,571    101,763  
 

Mission Shares, Benevolences 

and Reserve Funds in Arrears   -   19,855 

ADJUSTED SURPLUS         2,112 
 

Thanks, in part, to our ñBizarre Bazaarò, we finally 

have a financial report that does not have the word 

ñdeficitò in it!  Praise God!  We continue to keep 

very tight control of expenses and our fundraising 

activities have made the difference in our bottom 

line.  We are pleased to report that we will be for-

warding $10,000 to the New England Conference 

toward our Mission Share obligation which is cur-

rently $17,000 in arrears.   
 

We would like to thank all who responded to our 

appeal to fund our new pastorôs moving expenses.  

Our prayers were answered as we received income 

sufficient to cover all expenses!  Our focus now 

turns to funding Vacation Bible School, our most 

ambitious Christian education event of the year.  

Please help if you can, High Seas Expedition sets 

sail August 8th!  
            
 

Attendance Update:  
Average attendance for year is: 140 
For the last four weeks attendance has been: 

Date 1
st
 Service 2

nd
 Ser-

vice 

Total 

July 4 44 129 173 

July 11 39 120 159 

July 18 40 117 157 

July 25 42 112 156 

Always keep our wonderful community 

church in prayer.  Weôll be facing increased 

expenses in the second half of the year but our 

momentum is shifting and God has great plans 

for us.  
   

  Darlene Fritz  

  Finance Committee 

FIRST TIME USHERS    
A LITTLE BOY IN CHURCH FOR THE 

FIRST TIME WATCHED AS THE USHERS 

PASSED AROUND THE OFFERING 

PLATES.  

WHEN THEY CAME NEAR HIS PEW, THE 

BOY SAID LOUDLY, "DON'T PAY FOR 

ME DADDY I'M UNDER FIVE."    
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GROWING TO FAITHGROWING TO FAITH  
Helping People Grow To Faith In Christ 

 Continued from page 1  

Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they donôt notify 
them that they are there. 
 
     .     Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffer-
 ing for their sins. 
 
     .     Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during 
 their stewardship visitation programs or when passing the plate. 
 
     .     Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while pass
 ing the peace. 
 
     .     Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. 
 
     .     Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding recep
 tion in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
     .     Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at the church. 
 
     .     Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and 
 think that peas in a tuna casserole add too much color. 
 
     .     Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take 
 themselves too seriously. 
 
 
And finally, you know you are a Methodist whenéé 
 
     .     Itôs 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service. 
 
     .     You hear something funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. 
 
     .     Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. 
 
     .     When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, ñMay the Force be with 
 you,ò and you respond, ñand also with you.ò 
 
     .     It takes a Methodist ñ10ò minutes to say ñGood bye!ò 


